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The Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission was established by Governor Lucey in April 1972 by Executive Order 35 to provide planning services
on area-wide issues, to represent local interests on state and federal planning program activities, and to provide local planning assistance to

communities in the northeastern Wisconsin region.

A CONFERENCE ON THE NIAGARA ESCARPMENT:
PLANNING PRACTICESAND SMART GROWTH STRATEGIES

he Bay-Lake Regiona Planning Commission, in

conjunction with the East Central Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission, the University of Wisconsin- Green
Bay and the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program, will
be holding a conference on the Niagara Escarpment
September 26-27, at UW-Green Bay. Titled: A Conference
on the Niagara Escarpment: Planning Practices & Smart
Growth Strategies, the conference is designed to provide
information to local officials, planners and the public on

the impact of development on the resources of the
escarpment and how Wisconsin’s “Smart Growth”
comprehensive planning legislation can help loca
governments plan for future development. For more
infformation contact Mark Walter, Bay-Lake RPC,
mwalter @baylakerpc.org, (920) 448-2820 or Eric Fowle,
East Central RPC, efowle@eastcentralrpc.org (920) 751-
4770.

WISCONSIN COASTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALSFOR GRANTS 2003-2004

he Wisconsin Coastal Management Program (WCMP) has announced that $1.6 million in federal

funds is available for Coastal Management Grants to protect and enhance access to the Great
Lakes and their coasts. To assist grant applicants, the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program is
sponsoring free application workshops around the state.

The grants will be awarded to local and tribal governments, state agencies and non-profit
organizations working in the 15 Great Lakes coastal counties. The grants may be used for land
acquisition, wetland protection, habitat restoration, run-off pollution control, community

WISCONSIN' S COASTS

planning, education, public access to the Great Lakes and
preserving historic and archaeological resources. The projects
require local matching contributions.

The Bay-Lake Regiona Planning Commission has worked very
closely with WCMP and fully supports its efforts within the region
for preserving and making accessible the natural environment and
historic resources of Wisconsin's Great Lakes Coasts.

Applications are due November 8, 2002. For additiona
information, call the Bay-Lake Regiona Planning staff at (920)
448-2820 or the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program staff at
(608) 266-0288. You may read the request for proposals and the
grant application (with instructions) online at
coastal .wisconsin.gov.
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UPDATE ON THE NORTH SIDE TRAFFIC CIRCULATION STUDY?*

key product of the transportation planning process for

the Sheboygan Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPQO) program in 2002 has been completion of the North
Side Traffic Circulation Study (NSTCS). Wilbur Smith
Associates of Chicago is the project consultant for this
study.

One of the items of greatest interest among Sheboygan area
citizens which was examined in the planning process used to
develop the Year 2020 Sheboygan Area Transportation Plan
(SATP) involved consideration of the most appropriate
traffic circulation pattern and thoroughfare layout for the
north side of the city of Sheboygan and adjacent portions of
the town of Sheboygan. Development of the Year 2020
SATP was at a broad system level, and some of the detall
and refinement needed to analyze appropriate street layout
aternatives in this rapidly growing area with environmental
constraints could not be completed in the scope of that
planning effort. The primary focus of this study has been an
analysis of possible street extension or expansion
dternatives and ther traffic circulation, environmental,
social, economic and energy impacts, although other traffic
circulation issues raised by review committee members also
have been addressed. The North Side Traffic Circulation
Study will also serve as input into any future draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or a draft
Environmental Assessment (EA), if needed in the future. In
addition, findings from the North Side Traffic Circulation

Study will be considered as the Year 2025 SATP is
completed.

The Commission approved the North Side Traffic
Circulation Study at its September 13, 2002, meeting.
The scheduled project completion date is September 30,
2002.

Findings from the North Side Traffic Circulation Study
will be considered as the Year 2025 SATP is completed.
Projects not recommended in the study will not be
considered for advancement in the Year 2025 SATP if
they were considered and discarded in the study process.
However, it is possible that projects recommended in the
study may not advance to the areawide long-range
transportation plan due to the need to have a financialy
constrained plan, especialy if projects elsewhere in the
study area are found to be more critical than projects in
the study area and financial resources are found to be
limited.

A handout concerning the study process is available
upon request. Please contact Jeffrey Agee-Aguayo of the
Commission staff for additional information concerning
the North Side Traffic Circulation Study process.

*To review this article in its entirety, please log onto the Commission’'s
website at www.baylakerpc.org.

NEWREP TECHNOLOGY ZONE

n June 28, 2002, the designation of the Northeast
Wisconsin Regional Economic Partnership (NEWREP)
Technology Zone was announced by the Governor at the
Paper Valley Hotel in Appleton. Under the Governor’s
2001-2003 budget, a new Technology Zone program was
created to help generate technology development in

took on the name of the Northeast Wisconsin Regional
Economic Partnership (NEWREP) and includes the
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin and 15 counties,
including Brown, Calumet, Door, Florence, Fond du
Lac, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Marinette, Oconto,
Outagamie, Shawano, Sheboygan, Waupaca, Waushara,

Wisconsin  communities. The
NEWREP Technology Zone and the
other seven designated zones located
throughout the state will each have $5
million in tax credits available to
businesses certified by the Wisconsin
Department of Commerce. Businesses

will receive credits based on their Commerce.”

“ The NEWREP Technology zone and
the other seven designated zones
located throughout the state will each
have $5 million in tax credits
available to businesses certified by
the Wisconsin Department of

and Winnebago. In February 2002,
the successful technology zone
application was finalized and
forwarded on to Department of
Commerce, thanks to a lot of hard
work from representatives of not
only the two regiona planning
commissions, but aso loca

ability to create high-wage jobs and
investment, and to support the development of high-tech
industries in the region.

In December of 2001, the Bay Lake Regional Planning
Commisson and the East Centra Regiona Planning
Commission were asked by several local representatives to
provide assistance in preparing the application for the
region’s technology zone designation. The group of counties

economic development corporations,
chambers of commerce, and other governmental
representatives.

If you have any questions about the technology zone
program or the NEWREP, please contact Cindy
Wojtczak of the Commission staff at (920) 448-2820 or
the NEWREP contact Paulette Enders at (920) 459-
3379.
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SEPTEMBER ISCOASTAL AWARENESS M ONTH

Wisconsin has been fortunate to have so many natural
resources available to its residents as well as its many
seasonal visitors.  September is the designated time to
especially remember the unique coastal resources of our state
and to pay specia attention to how important they are to our
quality of life. Did you know that: the Great Lakes contain
approximately 18 percent of the world’'s supply of fresh
water; that nearly two million Wisconsin residents get their
drinking water from the
Great Lakes; that a major
cause of Wisconsin's
economic success is due
to the Great Lakes which
provide access to water
for consumption,
transportation, power,
recreation and many other
uses; that commercial and
gport fishing in the Great
Lakes represents a $4
billion industry; that 15 of our state’s 72 counties are on a
Great Lake coast; that Lake Michigan is the second largest of
the Great Lakes by volume and is the only one located
entirely within the United States; and, that Lake Superior, the
largest Great Lake, is the deepest and coldest of the five and
that this lake could contain all of the other Great Lakes with
room for three more Lake Eries.

In addition to the facts above, we should all remember the
sensitive environment the Great Lakes make up. These
resources are threatened by non-point and point source
pollution, development and harmful non-native species. Of
special importance to our state are the coastal wetlands,
which provide critical habitat for many endangered species,
such as the Hines Emerald Dragonfly and Snowy Egret. And
did you know that coastal wetlands provide essentia resting
areas for migrating birds;, that most coastal wetlands are
privately owned; that these wetlands are unique in the world
supporting many rare plants that cannot survive anywhere
else; and that one-forth of Wisconsin's remaining 5.2 million
acres of wetlands are in its 15 coastal counties.

Mark your calendars!!! The following events are part of the
Coastal Awareness Month in September.

Sept. 12, Two Rivers. Wisconsin Coastal Management
Council Meeting.

A highlight of the meeting will be a screening of the Discover
Wisconsin TV episode, “ The Coasts of Wisconsin,” with the
show’s hosts, Stephanie Klett and Rick Rose. Presentations
on the plan for a lakeside park in Two Rivers, the planning
funded by a Wisconsin Coastal Management Program grant,
and the Maritime Trails project of the Wisconsin Historical
Society’s Underwater Archaeology Program. Lester Public
Library, 1001 Adams Street, 10:30AM-12:30PM. Free.

More information: Wisconsin Coastal Management Council
or coastal @doa.state.wi.us or 608-266-0288.

Sept. 19, Green Bay. Grant application workshaop.
Workshop for those interested in applying for federal Coastal
Management Grants. Sponsored by the Wisconsin Coastal
Management Program and the Bay-Lake Regional Planning
Commission. Brown County Library, 515 Pine Street. 1-3PM.
Free. More information:
www.doa.state.wi.us/dhir/boir/coastal/grants

or 608-266-0288.

Sept. 24-25, Chicago.
U.S. Commission on
Ocean Policy, Great Lakes
Regional Hearing.

One of a series of regional
public meetings, this one
focused on Great Lakes
issues, with the intent of
making recommendations
for significant new federa
legidlation. There will be
scheduled pr&eentatlons probably with an opportunity for
public comment toward the end of the second day. Shedd
Aquarium. More information: www.0oceancommission.gov.

Sept. 26-27, Green Bay. A Conference on the Niagara
Escarpment: Planning Practices & Smart Growth Strategies.
Designed to provide information to local officias, planners
and the public on the impact of development on the resources
of the escarpment and how Wisconsin's “Smart Growth”
comprehensive planning legidation can help locd
governments plan for future development. Organized by Bay-
Lake Regional Planning Commission, East Central Regional
Planning Commission, and UW-Green Bay. The Wisconsin
Coastal Management Program is a sponsor. Held at UW-
Green Bay. Registration charge, due Sept. 15.

More information contact Mark Walter, Bay-Lake RPC,
mwalter @baylakerpc.org, 920-448-2820 or Eric Fowle, East
Central RPC, efowle@eastcentralrpc.org 920-751-4770.

Sept. 24-26. Two Harbors, Minn. Great Lakes Regional
Coastal Program Managers Mesting.

A professional meeting of Great Lakes state coastal program
managers to discuss common issues in operating coastal
programs. Wisconsin Coastal Management Program staff are
participating. Superior Shores Resort.
More information: contact
triciaryan@dnr.state.mn.us.

October 21-22, M adison. Waters of Wisconsin Forum.

A working conference of water experts and concerned
citizens to lay the groundwork for long-term policy on use
and sustainability of Wisconsin's waters. Also a celebration
through art, poetry and music of the importance and beauty of
water. Wisconsin Coastal Management Program is a major
sponsor. Monona Terrace Community and Convention
Center. Reasonable registration fee. More information:
WwWw.Wisons nacademy.org/wow/index.html.

Tricia Ryan a
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How DID THE BAY-LAKE REGION FARE IN THE 2000 CENSUS?

he results of the year 2000 Federa Census of

Population and Housing provide important new
benchmark data regarding the number and characteristics
of population, economics, and housing. The release of
data from Census 2000 began in March 2001 and will
continue for several years.

The Census numbers are very important for all
communities in our region. The estimated revenue impact
associated with each household is $2,200 per year in
federa aid. Considering that Census numbers in 2000
affect federal funding decisions for ten years, the impact
can be substantial. Additionally, businesses looking to
relocate use population numbers as an important factor to
determine the availability of workers and sales markets.
Population numbers also affect how a region's citizens
perceive their own hometown.

Population

The bottom line from Census 2000 is that our region is
growing. Every county in the Bay-Lake District has
grown since the 1990 Census. The tota regional growth
was 55,741 people over the last ten years, an increase of

ﬁ)pulation Growth \\
@Brown County grew by 16 percent,

or 32,184 persons, to atotal of
735,343 persons.

(58 percent of theregion's
growth.)

@Door County grew by 9 percent, or
2,271 persons, to atotal of 27,961
persons.

(4 percent of the region’s growth.)

@Florence County grew by 11
percent, or 498 persons, to a total
of 5,088 persons.

(1 percent of the region’s growth.)

@K ewaunee County grew by 7
percent, or 1,309 persons, to a
total of 20,187 persons.

(2 percent of the region’s growth.)

@Manitowoc County grew by 3
percent, or 2,466 persons, to a
total of 82,887 persons.

(4 percent of the region’s growth.)

@Marinette County grew by 7
percent, or 2,836 persons, to a
total of 43,384 persons.

(5 percent of the region’s growth.)

@Oconto County grew by 18
percent, or 35,634 persons, to a
total of 35,634 persons.

(10 percent of theregion's
growth.)

@Sheboygan County grew by 8
percent, or 8,769 persons, to a

total of 112,646 persons.
(16 percent of theregion's
growth.)

11.2 percent, to atotal of 554,565 people.

Natural increase, the number of births less the number of
deaths, totaled 21,075 in the district, representing a 4.2
percent growth over the 1990 population level.  Net
migration was recorded at 34,666 persons, representing a
7.0 percent increase from the 1990 population level. The
district’s percent change in natural increase was less than
that for the state, while the percent change due to net
migration was substantially higher than that for the state.
All of the counties had an increase in population and
positive net migrations. For all counties but Manitowaoc,
the increase in population due to net migration was greater
than the natural increase. Only Door, Florence and
Marinette counties had negative net natural increases.

Racial Composition

From 1990 to 2000, the racial composition of the region
changed only dightly, with the non-white population
accounting for less than three percent of the population in
1990 and dlightly more than six percent in 2000. Also the
region experienced a significant increase in the Hispanic
or Latino population, from 3,879 in 1990 to 14,838 in
2000, composing the mgjority of the non-white population.
For al counties in the Bay-Lake District the non-white
population has increased by 100 percent or more from
1990 to 2000. Marinette County experienced the greatest
increase in the non-white population during the same
period with 231.0 percent, with Florence coming in second
with a 173.5 percent increase.

Population Characteristics

The population characteristics of the Bay-Lake Region
indicate an aging population comprised primarily of older
persons nearing retirement age. The 2000 Census
revealed that the Bay-Lake District has a higher median
resident age than that of the state, which detracts from the
region's strength as an active and mobile workforce.
However, from 1990 to 2000, of the District’s counties,
only Door and Florence experienced an increase in the 65
years and over population. Door County had the highest
2000 median age (42.9 years) and Brown County had the
youngest median age (34.2 years).

Labor Force

The annual average unemployment rate of the district
increased from 3.1 percent in 2000 to 4.5 percent in 2001.
The state unemployment rate increased from 3.5 percent in
2000 to 4.6 percent in 2001. In 2001 only three counties,
Brown (3.8 percent), Kewaunee (4.2 percent) and
Sheboygan (3.8 percent), had unemployment rates less
than that of the district rate of 4.5 percent. (continued on

page 5)
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